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“I don’t know” and the problems in the Future

Our university set forth the Kanazawa University Global Standards (KUGS) in the
2014 academic year to outline the knowledge and skills that it promises to give you
upon finishing undergraduate or graduate school, so there are two versions, one for
undergraduate and the other for graduate students. I'd like to take this opportunity to
talk about the fifth of the five standards included in both of these versions. This fifth
standard is, “Tackle the problems in the future.” This means the ability to address
various problems by comprehensively predicting the future of the earth, human beings,
the international community, and Japan from multilateral perspectives such as
scientific and technological trends, changes in the natural environment, and

sustainability.

Let's imagine a society where all serious problems of mankind have been solved. What
kind of society is it? It could be an ultra-advanced scientific civilization that makes full
use of breakthrough technology that is hard to imagine. However, as long as human
beings are human beings, don’t you think that our daily lives will consist of "humble
acts" to reach "small happiness"? This is because even the greatest ideas and largest

industries exist for the realization of "small happiness".

And when you think about it, it seems that most of the serious challenges that the

mankind is facing now have been the fetters created by humans themselves. It can be



said that the pursuit of "humble happiness" through scientific exploration of nature,
which makes us different from other animals, has brought us even more obstacles on the

way to such happiness.

For example, using electricity and other types of energy has given us a comfortable life
but at the same time brought the dangers of global warming and nuclear accidents. The
development of special drugs for pathogenic bacteria and viruses produced drug-
resistant bacteria which we cannot easily control. And the development of Al and
robots, while eliminating the need for manual labor, will at the same time take away jobs
from many people, even if only temporarily.

However, we cannot turn back. Human beings cannot walk the way of evolution and
progress in reverse and return to the harsh but simple world of animals. We may be
living in a nightmare where one solution creates two or more problems. However, we
must live through the paradox that “small happiness" can only be achieved by walking

through the long thorny path. So, let's walk. Let's live.



